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Community Relations 

 SUBJECT: PUBLIC EXPRESSION AT MEETINGS  
 

All meetings of the Board shall be conducted in public, and the public has the right to attend all such 

meetings.  Public expression at such meetings shall be encouraged and a specific portion of the agenda shall 

provide for this privilege of the floor. At its discretion, the Board may invite visitors to its meetings to participate 

in the Board's discussion of matters on the agenda. 

 

Guidelines for Public Participation 

 

 Community residents having questions or concerns regarding the day to day activities of the operation of the 

schools and the district are encouraged to contact the persons charged with immediate responsibility for the activity 

or issue that gives rise to their questions or concerns.  These contacts can be by written correspondence, telephone 

or scheduled meetings.  The persons to contact include teachers, counselors, supervisors, building administrators, 

and district office personnel.  It is always best to make contact first with school or district personnel most closely 

associated with the activity or concern in question. 

 

 If that first contact results in an unsatisfactory response to the issue at hand, then it should be brought to the 

next highest level of authority.  If the issue is finally brought to the attention of the Superintendent of Schools, 

and it remains unresolved, it would be appropriate to bring the matter to the attention of the Board of Education 

in any one of several ways: 

  

 a) Letter addressed to the Board, 13 Beckwith Ave., Scottsville, 14546; 

 

 b) Telephone a Board member; 

 

 c) E-mail a Board member; 

  

 d) Attend a Board meeting and present the concern in keeping with the procedures set forth  

  below. 

 

 Community residents or parents/guardians should be mindful that Board members acting individually lack 

the authority to resolve problems or concerns.  However, in conjunction with the other members of the Board, 

they collectively supervise the Superintendent in his/her role as chief school executive. 
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Community Relations 

 SUBJECT: PUBLIC EXPRESSION AT MEETINGS (Cont'd.) 
 
Procedures for Public Participation at Board Meetings 
 

 The Board will set aside a period of time for public comment or question by district residents or 

parents/guardians at the start of each regularly scheduled meeting.  Ideally, that period of time will not exceed 

a total of thirty (30) minutes.  Once this segment of the Board meeting has been completed, the public may not 

ask questions or make comments to the Board of Education for the remainder of the meeting, unless permitted 

by a majority of the Board.  This public participation time is intended for use by district parents and taxpayers 

to allow them to communicate with the persons elected to represent them on the Board.   

 The comments or questions should concern matters included on the agenda for that meeting or matters 

that the resident or parent/guardian has brought to the attention of the school or district officials in accordance 

with the guidelines set forth above.  The Board President will allocate time to individuals according to the 

number of persons seeking to speak, and each speaker will be expected to abide by the time constraints. 

 Speakers are expected to identify themselves by name and address.   

 If a group of people share the same question or concern, they should select a representative 

spokesperson to speak on behalf of the group and that person should so identify him or herself before 

addressing the Board.   

 Any person reading from a written statement will be expected to submit a copy of that statement to 
the board.   

 Speakers will adhere to the District’s Code of Character, Conduct, and Support. 

 Speakers will not use individual employee’s or student’s names when making public comments. 
 

 These guidelines and procedures set forth above are intended to ensure that the Board of Education can 

have effective communications with the district's residents and taxpayers, while insuring that the Board has 

adequate time to conduct the district's business as set forth in the agenda for each meeting.  It would be 

inappropriate and unacceptable for members of the attending public to disregard these guidelines and 

procedures, thereby preventing the Board from conducting the business it must complete for the benefit of the 

students and community.  Therefore, the Board respectfully requests the cooperation of all concerned. 

 

The Board of Education reserves the right to enter into executive session as specified in Policy #1730 -- 

Executive Sessions. 

 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #1730 -- Executive Sessions 
 
Adopted:  7/27/04  
Revised: 10/10/17 
Revised:   4/14/20201 

1Policy language revised to only change references of “Code of Conduct” to “Code of Character, Conduct, and 
Support.” 
 


